Extrahepatic Collateral Artery Extravasation in Patients with Ruptured Hepatocellular Carcinoma.
This report describes 3 patients with previously untreated hepatic tumors who underwent embolization for the treatment of extravasation from extrahepatic arteries. Although development of extrahepatic collateral blood supply is well known, its importance in the presentation of rupture of liver tumors may be underrecognized. Findings that suggest bleeding from extrahepatic arteries include a discrepancy in the pattern of extravasation on computed tomography vs hepatic angiography and a lack of stabilization of vital signs after embolization of hepatic arteries. To achieve successful hemostasis in embolization, the potential involvement of such extrahepatic arteries should be accurately recognized, suggestive imaging findings considered, and the occult vessels selected and embolized.